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DISHONOUR
Running time: 40 minutes

Written and directed by 
Terrence Turner and produced 
by his brother, Timothy Turner, 
Dishonour is a modern drama 
that explores an ancient and 
controversial tradition known as 
female genital mutilation (FGM).  

The short feature shines a light 
on differing cultural norms at 
play in a migrant family as they 

prepare birthday celebrations for five-year-old daughter, Babe.  It quickly becomes 
apparent that her widowed father and her great aunt have very different views on how 
Babe should be raised.  Issues of gender roles, customs and cultural practices such as 
FGM are clearly contentious issues between 
the two adults. Their impasse leads to a very 
precarious situation for the young girl.

Dishonour is filmed in a style that echoes 
the intimacy of a theatrical play.  Actor 
Mimi Ndiweni’s nuanced portrayal of all six 
characters in the story is indispensible in 
the illumination and condemnation of this 
historic tradition.

Director Terrence  Turner’s imaginative film 
serves as an important addition to the global 
conversation about female genital mutilation.  
It also captures the powerlessness felt by 
many young girls around the world today who 
are faced with this life-altering procedure.
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CREDITS

Director
Producer

All roles played by
Production company

Terrence Turner
Timothy Turner
Mimi Ndiweni
Calendar Films Ltd

CONTACTS
www.dishonour.ca

www.calendarfilms.com

If you are interested in screening Dishonour, you may reach out to:

Mimi Ndiweni

Recent Credits

Dishonour (2017)
Rellik (2017)

Doctor Who (2017)
The Convert (2017)

The Last Dragonslayer (2016)
The Legend of Tarzan (2016)

Mr Selfridge (2016)
Cinderella (2015)

Terrence Turner

Recent Credits

Dishonour (2017)
Parviz Tanavoli: Poetry in Bronze 

(2016)
Adele’s Wish (2008)

Timothy Turner

Recent Credits

Dishonour (2017)
Parviz Tanavoli: Poetry in Bronze 

(2016)
Adele’s Wish (2008)

Pauline Petit — Distribution and Marketing Manager
pauline.dm.petit@gmail.com

(+1) 604 319 2838

http://www.calendarfilms.com 
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REVIEWS & PARTNERS

 — Beau Menetre, 2018
Co-Founder of Tryon International Film Festival

 We take a lot of pride in our Human 
Rights and Dignity category and 
feel your  film is one of the 
best we have ever had.

 —Suzi Nash, 2018
Director of Programming, 

The Women’s Film Festival, Philadephia PA

What a powerful and impactful  
film you have created. One of 

the committee favorites.

— Francesca Salisbury, 2018
President of the Oxford Women 

International Society

Everyone was so deeply moved by 
the film and in awe of the 
adaptability of the acting

Dishonour is a remarkable film 
that portrays the complexities 

inherent in the issue of female genital 
mutilation and how differing values 
or perspectives can be divisive, 
even in families. As a survivor, I 
wholeheartedly support this incredibly 
moving film and its purpose to raise 
awareness about FGM.

— Hibo Wardere, 2017
Author of Cut: One Woman’s fight Against FGM 
in Britain Today. Hibo Wardere is a Soma-
lian-born campaigner against female genital 
mutilation (FGM), author, and public speaker. 
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SOME NUMBERS ON FGM...

Over 100 million 
females in the world 

have undergone FGM

3 million girls at risk of 
FGM every year

FGM reflects gender 
inequality embedded in 

societies

Source: United Nations Children’s Fund. Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting: A statistical overview 
and exploration of the dynamics of change. New York: UNICEF, 2013.

Female genital muti-
lation has been docu-
mented in 30 countries, 
mainly in Africa, as well 
as in the Middle East 
and Asia. Some forms 
of female genital mu-
tilation have also been 
reported in other coun-
tries, including among 
certain ethnic groups in 
South America. More-
over, growing migra-
tion has increased the 
number of girls and 
women living outside 
their country of origin 
who have undergone 
female genital mutila-
tion or who may be at 
risk of being subject-
ed to the practice in 
Europe, Australia and 
North America.
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MORE ON FGM

What is FGM? 

• Female genital mutilation’ (also called 
‘female genital cutting’) refers to partial 
or total removal of the external female 
genitalia or other injury to the female 
genital organs for non-medical reasons. 

• There are 4 types of FGM:
• Type I: Partial or total removal of the 

clitoris and/or the prepuce (clitoridectomy). 
• Type II: Partial or total removal of the 

clitoris and the labia minora, with or 
without excision of the labia majora 
(excision). 

• Type III: Narrowing of the vaginal orifice 
with creation of a covering seal by cutting 
and appositioning the labia minora and/or 
the labia majora, with or without excision 
of the clitoris (infibulation). 

• Type IV: All other harmful procedures 
to the female genitalia for non-medical 
purposes, for example: pricking, piercing, 
incising, scraping and cauterization. 

Who does it affect? 

• FGM is performed on minors between the 
ages of 0-15 primarily 

• FGM is performed by traditional 
practitioners (traditional circumcisers 
or traditional birth attendants), health 
personnel (doctors, nurses, or trained 
midwives), or ‘others’, such as family 
members, relatives, elders etc.

Why it continues today?

• FGM is associated with cultural ideals of 
femininity, gender roles, and coming of age 
rituals, such as raising a clean, beautiful girl 
properly to be responsible member of society; 
preparing girls for marriage and adulthood; 

preserving virginity and restraining sexual 
desire or deviance, which is considered 
immoral. 

• Females who reject FGM are subject to severe 
social pressure, such as condemnation, 
harassment, punishment, stigmatization, and 
ostracism. 

• Females who do follow tradition are 
rewarded, celebrated and given public 
recognition. 

• Adherence to cultural traditions is 
important for social acceptance and 
essential for economic and social security.

The Consequences of FGM

• FGM interferes with the natural functioning 
of the body and causes several immediate 
and long-term health consequences; there 
are no known health benefits 

• FGM is a violation of the rights of the child, 
the rights to health, security and physical 
integrity of the person, the right to be 
free from torture and cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment, and the right to life 
when the procedure results in death. 

Action against FGM

• There is an urgent need to stand up against 
FGM in all communities. Community 
leaders, service providers and policy 
makers need to advocate education in order 
to bring about positive change 

• The ethnicity, class, education, gender, and 
age of an individual affects the attitude 
towards FGM making it a complex social 
issue that requires sensitivity, empathy, 
and compassion when addressing it.

• Accessibility to services for those affected 
by FGM is limited due to racism, sexism, 
discrimination, and stigmatization.

Sources: United Nations Children’s Fund. Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting: A statistical overview and exploration of the dynamics of 
change. New York: UNICEF, 2013.
UNAIDS, UNDP, UNECA, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCHR, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNIFEM, and WHO. Eliminating female genital mutilation: an 
interagency statement. Switzerland: World Health Organization, 2008.
Wambayi, J. Investigating Experiences and Health Concerns of Female Genital Mutilation among African Women in Toronto. Ontario: 
Women’s College Hospital, 2017. 


