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Written and directed by Terrence Turner and produced by his 
brother, Timothy Turner, Dishonour is a modern narrative film 
that explores an ancient and controversial tradition known as 
female genital mutilation (FGM).  

The short feature shines a light on differing cultural norms at 
play in a migrant family as they prepare birthday celebrations 
for five-year-old daughter, Babe.  It quickly becomes apparent 
that her widowed father and her great aunt have very different 
views on how Babe should be raised.  Issues of gender roles, 
customs and cultural practices such as FGM are clearly 
contentious issues between the two adults. Their impasse 
leads to a very precarious situation for the young girl.

Dishonour is filmed in a style that echoes the intimacy of a 
theatrical play.  Actor Mimi Ndiweni’s nuanced portrayal of all 
six characters in the story is indispensible in the illumination 
and condemnation of this historic tradition.

Director Terrence  Turner’s imaginative film serves as an 
important addition to the global conversation about female 
genital mutilation.  It also captures the powerlessness felt by 
many young girls around the world today who are faced with 
this life-altering procedure.

SYNOPSIS

Dishonour  is a powerful narrative film that explores the 
terrifying practice of female genital mutilation (FGM).  A five 
year old girl is caught in a struggle between her widowed father 
and her elderly great aunt who are both doing their best to raise 
her according to the customs and laws of their newly adopted 
home in the United Kingdom.  The great aunt’s misguided 
dedication to ancient tribal traditions and in particular FGM, 
leads to a very precarious situation for the young girl. 
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Watch the trailer here

http://www.dishonour.ca 
https://www.instagram.com/dishonour_the_film/
https://twitter.com/Dishonour_film
mailto:pauline.dm.petit%40gmail.com?subject=Dishonour%20the%20film%20-%20Inquiry
https://www.dishonour.ca


CREDITS
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The Witcher (2019) 
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The Legend of Tarzan (2016)
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Cinderella (2015)

Terrence Turner
Recent Credits

Dishonour (2017)
Parviz Tanavoli: Poetry in Bronze 

(2016)
Adele’s Wish (2008)

Timothy Turner
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Dishonour (2017)
Parviz Tanavoli: Poetry in Bronze 

(2016)
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PRAISES FOR DISHONOUR

 — Beau Menetre, 2018
Co-Founder of Tryon International Film Festival

 We take a lot of pride in our Human 
Rights and Dignity category and 
feel your  film is one of the 
best we have ever had.

 —Suzi Nash, 2018
Director of Programming, 

The Women’s Film Festival, Philadephia PA

What a powerful and impactful  
film you have created. One of 

the committee favorites.

— Francesca Salisbury, 2018
President of the Oxford Women 

International Society

Everyone was so deeply moved by 
the film and in awe of the 
adaptability of the acting

Dishonour is a remarkable film 
that portrays the complexities 

inherent in the issue of female genital 
mutilation and how differing values 
or perspectives can be divisive, 
even in families. As a survivor, I 
wholeheartedly support this incredibly 
moving film and its purpose to raise 
awareness about FGM.

— Hibo Wardere, 2017
Author of Cut: One Woman’s fight Against FGM 
in Britain Today. Hibo Wardere is a Soma-
lian-born campaigner against female genital 
mutilation (FGM), author, and public speaker. 

Mimi Ndiweni interview

https://www.dishonour.ca/resources/


FAQ

When I first learned about FGM about 5 or 6 six 
years ago, I was horrified and in disbelief that this 
practice is still happening today.  After doing some 
preliminary research on the subject, I learned that 
according to the United Nations, there are between 
100 and 200 million survivors of FGM alive today.  
While many believe it’s only a practice that happens 
in non-western countries, it actually happens all 
around the world, including here in North America.  
As a filmmaker I felt I compelled to do something 
about this injustice and decided the best way I 
could draw attention to this issue was by making a 
dramatic film about FGM.

What compelled you to make a 
movie about such a difficult subject?

When I first learned about FGM about 5 or 6 six 
years ago, I was horrified and in disbelief that this 
practice is still happening today. After doing some 
preliminary research on the subject, I learned that 
according to the United Nations, there are between 
100 and 200 million survivors of FGM alive today. 
While many believe it’s only a practice that hap-
pens in non-western countries, it actually hap-
pens all around the world, including here in North 
America. As a filmmaker I felt I compelled to do 
something about this injustice and decided the 
best way I could draw attention to this issue was by 
making a dramatic film about FGM.

Why did you choose fiction rather 
than a documentary about FGM?

The minimal aesthetic was very intentional.  FGM 
can be an uncomfortable subject to talk about for 
many people.  We felt that having one woman portray 
all six characters in the film would heighten the 
experience for the audience.  The simple wardrobe, 
minimal props and Rembrandt style of lighting were 
chosen to help our audience focus on our actor as she 
transitioned from from one character to another.

Why did you use such a minimalistic 
aesthetic for the film, including 
having only one actress portraying 
several characters?

After an international casting search, we were 
incredibly fortunate to cast Mimi Ndiweni as our 
actor. Her nuanced performance conveys both the 
innocence and the turmoil facing an immigrant 
family as they attempt to balance the customs and 
laws of their new home with deep-seated cultural 
traditions, including female genital mutilation.

FGM is a human right issue.  We all have an obligation 
to protect young girls from this form of child abuse 
that has absolutely no demonstrable health benefits. 
FGM is a form of gender-based violence that violates 
women’s dignity and rights but it is also about 
gender equity. Unfortunately, traditional patriarchal 
attitudes about the subordination of women 
continue to perpetuate these gender inequalities.  
It’s important that both men and women challenge 
the underlying socio-cultural norms that support 
this discrimination against women.
Our hope is that Dishonour will stimulate 
thoughtful discussion about female genital 
mutilation.  While most people would like to see 
an end to this practice, FGM will only stop when 
the individuals and the communities practicing 
FGM choose to change.  We believe it’s important 
to refrain from judgment and instead, follow the 
lead of anti-FGM advocates such as Nice Nailantei 
Leng’ete, a young Maasai woman from Kenya, 
who has been leading innovative social change in 
her country and Hibo Wardere, a Somalian born 
survivor, who is based in the UK.  These women 
are working with many groups, including youths 
and elders as well as legislators and educators, to 
not only help them understand the ramifications 
of FGM but also to patiently engage them in the 
process of bringing an end to the practice. 

How can one help to end the  
practice of FGM? 

There are many people and organizations around 
the world involved in the issue of FGM. The film’s 
website, www.dishonour.ca,  lists some of the 
resources that can help you learn more about FGM 
and allow you to get involved with initiatives, 
charities and NGO’s dedicated to ending FGM. 

Resources

http://www.dishonour.ca

